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From the Pastor: 
 

I think many of you will agree with me that this up-
coming presidential election season is one that all of 
us will be happy to see come to an end. Once there 
was a candidate for president campaigning in West 
Virginia. Some of the coal miners were not really 
happy about it when the candidate asked for their 
vote. 
 
“Vote for you?” one of them jeered. “Why, I’d sooner 
vote for the Devil!” 
 
“Fair enough!” called out the candidate, “But in the 
event that your friend doesn’t run, may I have your 
support?” 
 
Jesus appreciated people who refused to quit. He 
once told a parable about a widow who had had a 
fierce determination for justice. Her determination 
was so great that she pestered a certain judge until he 
granted her request. And this was no ordinary judge. 
Jesus described him as one “who neither feared God 
nor cared what people thought.” In the Old West he 
might have been described as a hanging judge. 
Strong men dreaded appearing in his court. Lawyers 
treaded softly as they approached his bench. 
 
.  
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But this stern judge was no match for this persistent widow. She was not a person of in-
fluence, power or wealth  But she had a characteristic that would stand her in good stead. 
And that was that she never gave up. She simply wore him down. Like dripping water 
will eventually wear down the strongest marble, her pestering prevailed. 
 
Even though he initially refused to hear her case, he finally ruled in her favor, saying to 
himself, “Even though I don’t fear God or care what people think, yet because this widow 
keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice . . .” 
 
It’s a fascinating story. But what’s really interesting is that Jesus used it as an illustration 
of why we should never give up on prayer. If your prayer is seemingly not answered at 
first, don’t give up, says Jesus. Keep asking. 
 
There is a story about a little boy who was praying, “Now I lay me down to sleep. I pray 
the Lord my soul to keep.” Then there was a long pause. He couldn’t remember what 
came next. His mother prompted him from the doorway. “If,” she said quietly. 
 
The little boy prayed, “If . . . if . . .” Then he brightened up and said triumphantly, “If he 
hollars let him go, Eeny, meeny, miny, mo!”  
 
Persistent prayer doesn’t mean empty phrases. As Martin Luther once put it, “The fewer 
words, the better the prayer.”  
 
No meaningless platitudes, no high-sounding phrases, no lengthy dissertations-- but keep 
praying. If there is a need that you have--or someone close to you has--keep praying. 
Even if the heavens are silent, the world is crumbling about you, and there seems to be no 
discernible answer--keep praying. Even if your spouse says you are foolish, your friends 
doubt your sanity and your own faith grows thin, keep praying.  
 
Because prayer changes things!   
 
But, remember: God doesn’t work according to our time schedule. Prayer is not God’s 
vending machine where you put in a quarter (prayer) and you get your candy bar.   
 
Sometimes, God says “No.  Not today. That is not in your best interest. That is not in my 
plan.”  
 
A woman once told a story about a German painting which she called “Cloud Land.”   On 
first looking at the picture it appears to be nothing but a mass of clouds-- one cloud upon 
another.  But the observer who takes time  (continues, next page) 
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to study the picture closely after a while sees each cloud turn into an angel’s face or an 
angel’s wing. The picture is filled with angels. 
 
“So it is with all clouds,” she wrote, “If by them God comes close to us they turn into 
ministering angels. Clouds may seem not desirable in themselves, and in our foolishness 
of judgement we would walk always in the sunshine; but our heavenly Father knows 
what is best for us, and He would never send the clouds were they not for our good.”  
 
God’s ways are not our ways. Prayer does work. But God often does not heed our time 
schedule or use methods that we would use and sometimes the most reasonable prayer is 
answered with a firm but loving, “No!”  
 
Oh, one last thing.  As we pray and while we are waiting for God to answer our prayers, 
we need to do all we can to provide our own answer to our prayers.  There is an old Indi-
an proverb that says, “Call on God, but row away from the rocks.” You have to admire 
the widow in Jesus’ parable. She didn’t wait for someone else to solve her problems for 
her. She took responsibility for her situation and did all she could. That’s a good lesson 
for all of us.  
 
The upshot is: don’t give up on your prayers. God does hear and does answer the prayers 
of His people. Sometimes the answer is “be patient.” Sometimes the answer is “no.” But 
always the answer will be to our best good. In the meantime, while we are waiting, let’s 
remember that persistent widow, and take whatever constructive action we can to be part 
of the solution. If we do, our prayers may be answered in ways we cannot even have 
dreamed of! 
 
See you in church! 
 

Pastor Fogle 

 

 

Making contact 

Prayer is ... a personal contact between embryonic, incomplete persons (ourselves) and the ut-
terly concrete Person. Prayer in the sense of petition, asking for things, is a small part of it, 
confession and penitence are its threshold, adoration its sanctuary, the presence and vision and 
enjoyment of God its bread and wine. In it God shows himself to us.  
 
—C.S. Lewis 
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Not only does our giving demonstrate and il-
lustrate God’s character to the world, it re-
sults in increasing or faith! When we are will-
ing to give, we declare that our faith does not 
depend on material possessions. Instead, we 
show that our faith is in God, who is always 
provides. 
 
We Christians are a giving People, and, in 
giving, we lose nothing. As John Bunyan (the 
author of “The Pilgrim’s Progress”) wrote, 
“A man there was, tho' some did count him 
mad, / The more he cast away the more he 
had.”  
 

When we give, we empty ourselves in order 
to be filled again by God. As it reads in Luke 
6:38: “Give, and it will be given to you: A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken togeth-
er, running over, will be poured into your lap. 
For the measure you use will be the measure 
you receive.” 

 

Our God is a giving God!  
 

Our God is a God of abundance!   
 

Simply put, our God loves to give!  After 
all, he sacrificed willingly on the cross and 
then invited us into fullness of life. As 
God’s children, we are called to imitate 
Him. Our generosity in giving is a demon-
stration of God’s character and a response 
to what God has done for us. 
 
We Christians are called to be a light to the 
world. As we become more and more who 
God has called us to be,  we reflect God 
more and more. We become more loving, 
more gracious, and, yes, more giving. Be-
cause God is generous, we are also called 
to be generous. Generosity not only points 
others to God, it is a truly  appropriate re-
sponse to what God has done for us. 
 
A common phrase in society is: “To whom 
much has been given, much more will be 
expected.” In other words, because we have 
been so freely loved, we now are free to 
love others.  Because we have been forgiv-
en, we freely forgive others. Our response 
to God’s abundance with us is to share that 
abundance with others. We are humbled by 
God’s generosity. We recognize that we are 
not worthy of His gift, so out of grateful-
ness, we become more gracious with oth-
ers. We begin to learn the heart of God and 
want to be more like Him. 
 
Generosity also has positive effects in hu-
man relationships. When one person gives 
freely to another, the recipient often passes 
the gift forward. For Christians. the impe-
tus is much greater. Jesus taught us that “it 
is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

 
 

Grace makes you give 

Grace binds you with far stronger cords than 
the cords of duty or obligation can bind you. 
Grace is free, but when once you take it you are 
bound forever to the Giver, and bound to catch 
the spirit of the Giver. Like produces like, 
Grace makes you gracious, the Giver makes 
you give.  
 
—E. Stanley Jones 



5 

Annual Women Veteran's  

Clothing Extravaganza  
 
 

We will be collecting gently used clean, 
clothing for the annual Women Veteran’s 
Clothing Extravaganza.  Have those items 
you thought you would wear again but 
didn't, thought you would get into again 
but haven't?  Clean out those closets 
and  bring the items to the church and we 
will get them to the Veterans Community 
Resource Center.  Deadline is  August 
12th.  All sizes are welcome. 
Casual and professional work wear: 
Blouses 
Skirts 
Slacks 
Dresses 
Jeans 
Shoes (dress or casual)  
Boots 
Backpacks  
Purses 
Accessories: hats, 
belts etc. 
Jackets/Coats 
New underwear and 
socks 
Panty hose 

The “Junk in the Trunk” sale is ON for Satur-

day, September 7.  There are plenty of spaces 

available at this time.  Registration forms are 

on the Communication Board near the front 

entrance. For more information see Christine 

Snowden 734-451-7489.  We hope that you 

will support this event - You never know what 

treasures await you in something like this. 

Big News!  Celebration is 
having a carnival! 

Saturday, August 24,  

1-4pm 

Look for the fancy flier 
later in this issue.  We’re 
so excited! 
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Just a Reminder! 

If you are the last to leave the building (or you 

think that you may be the last to leave the build-

ing), please be sure to lock all the doors and put 

up the signs that tell people that the building 

alarm is on.  

Please don’t assume someone else is doing 

it.  The security of our beautiful worship space is 

everyone’s responsibility!   

Hamilton School Update  
By the end of the 
month, summer will be 
over and the kids from 
Hamilton school will 
be back in their class-
rooms with an added 
5th grade.  School be-
gins on August 28th for 
a half day, and then 
will be off for the La-

bor Day Holiday. School will resume on 
Sept 3rd.  I will be meeting with Ms. 
Myles and Ms. Michaels on Wed Aug 21st 
to give them an update of our anticipated 
support from Celebration.   
 
For those who are planning to return to 

Hamilton in the fall, please contact 

George Evalt (313-399-3744) prior to the 

Aug 20th Council meeting so that I can 

provide Council with our expected sup-

port of the work at Hamilton.   

If you have not previously worked at 
Hamilton but want to start, please also let 
me know. You will enjoy the kids and they 
appreciate us, as well. 

Now is the Best Time! 

School supplies are on sale at most of the local 

stores in preparation for the September start of 

school (some schools start at the end of Au-

gust).  Since we will be furnishing supplies for 

our favorite  school, Hamilton, throughout the 

school year, you might want to get ahead of the 

crowd and purchase some in advance. 

We’ll have a list ready for you soon, but you 

know that kids need pencils, paper, crayons, 

markers etc.  Keep watching the weekly con-

nection and the communication board as well! 

Sunday Helpers 

Thank you to all of you who have helped 

out in some way during the worship ser-

vices. Please be sure to let the office know 

your availability for September by August 

12th.  

If you are not able to help during your 

scheduled time, please make a trade with 

someone else and let the office know as 

soon as possible. Do not rely on the church 

office to find a replacement for you. Please 

note, depending on when the office is noti-

fied, the change may not be reflected in the 

weekly connection. 
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Contact information for the happy couple:  

9795 Deer Track Ct 
Interlochen, MI 49643 
David cell: 734-660-8046 

davidander916@gmail.com 

Suzanne cell : 231-383-2653 

s.wagenschutz@gmail.com 

This will be effective July 21, 2019. 

We extend our sincere sympathy to the 

family and friends of long time St John's 

member, Maria Hill who passed into life 

eternal on June 26.  Funeral service was 

held at Thayer-Rock Funeral Home in 

Farmington on July 27.  

 

Congratulations to Dave Anderson and Suzanne 
Wagenschutz on their marriage, Saturday, July 
20.  

  

 

 

Attention All  

Acolytes!  

Please plan to stay after church on 

either August 11, 18 or 25 for an in-

formal review of acolyte procedures. 

The review will affirm all the great 

things you are doing and help to cor-

rect any habits you may have picked 

up over the last year! If you have any 

questions or suggestions, this will be 

a great time to talk about them. In ad-

dition, we will assign new albs 

(robes) to make sure you are wearing 

Late News...2019 Synod Assembly: 

On July 19 pastor e-mailed a sum-
mary of the events which occurred at 
the Synod Assembly in May.   If you 
did not receive that e-mail, copies of 
the Synod Assembly At-A-Glance 
document are available from the  of-
fice. 

Directory Update! 

It’s time to update the church direc-
tory. Contact information is  chang-
ing, and we have added new mem-
bers so the current directory is out of 
date. Please stop by the table in Wel-
come Area to check your infor-
mation.   

mailto:davidander916@gmail.com
mailto:s.wagenschutz@gmail.com
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Action 
 
Labels for Education:  Please con-
tinue to save Labels for Educa-
tion.  They can be deposited in the 
designated box on the communication 
board.  The folks at Hamilton School. 
Are very appreciative of our labels. 
 
Growth 
There will be NO women’s Bible 
study in August.  A new Bible study 
will begin in September. 
 
Women’s Lunch 
This month’s lunch will be at noon at 
Annie’s, 33417 Plymouth Road, Livo-
nia.  Call Glenda Tarr to let her know 
you are coming 734-259-8016 or 

gltarr49@gmail.com v.Please join us for 
the fellowship we enjoy each month. 
 
Community 
 
Days for Girls International 
 In July, two hundred kits were dis-
tributed in Mukuru, Kenya through 
Hope Without Boarders.   Hope With-
out Borders is a non-profit organiza-
tion run by Julie Parve, a doctor from 
Wisconsin. 
 
Susan Smith who organizes making 
the health care kits in this area is al-
ways grateful for the items that we 
collect and donate:  underwear (100% 
cotton, dark colors, in sizes 8, 10, 12 
or 14) and washcloths.  Please put 
your donations in the basket under the 
mailboxes. 

Community 
 

On September 21st Celebration will host the 
South East Michigan W/ELCA synodical 
convention.  More information will be 
available in the September issue.  
 

“Free the Girls” 

Women once enslaved to sex trafficking are 

now living free and victorious.  You could 

help bring freedom to survivors of sex traf-

ficking by donation new of gently used bras.  

Please clean out that drawer and donate 

your bras to the “Free the Girls” project.  

Bring them to the retreat mentioned above. 

 

Happy to receive Health Kits! 

mailto:gltarr49@gmail.com
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1    Christopher  Kolhoff 
4    Paige Danielson 
      Glenda Tarr 
5    Bill Berry 
7    John Zoller 
10   Matt Dent 
12  Carole Hakala 
      Jeremiah Livingston 
15  Ed Klosterhaus 
16  Gareth Tarr 
19  Carol Noonan 
      Jessica Purcell 
      Bob Winn 
23  Lori Fernyhough 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

1     Bob and Janet  Clisch 

     John and Carol  Gambotto 
4    Mike and Pat Villemure 
6    Randy and Jill Brown 
7    Ron and Kim Shollack 
9    Leo and Sandy Albert 
      Dave and Deanna Holt 
      Steve and Andrea Kolhoff 
16  Stephen and Noelle Tarr 
      Bud Johnson and Annie Featherstone 
17  Earl and Joan Hansen 
25  Ray and Barb Smith 

 

Donate to the Food Pantry! 

The next Bring One Sunday is August 
11thth. The Good Hope Food Pantry in Gar-
den City is always in need of non-perishable 
food items.  

Please leave your donations in the clear tub 
located across from the office next to the 
side entrance. If you wish to make a mone-
tary donation, please make checks out to the 
Good Hope Food Pantry. If you have any 
questions regarding this ministry, contact 
Greg and Gloria Tapper 734-427-1142 
getapper@yahoo.com. 

mailto:getapper@yahoo.com
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Sponsoring 

Flowers and Live-Streaming Broadcasts 
 

Please sign up to sponsor a vase of flowers 

and/or our Live-Stream ministry for a Sunday 

worship service. The sign-up sheets are on the 

Communications Board by the front entrance. 

The Live-Stream sponsorship is $15.00 per 

Sunday. The flowers are $23.00 per vase. It 

would be nice to have bouquets I both of the 

vases available each week. You can sponsor 

both the flowers and the Live-Stream broad-

cast in honor, memory, or in celebration of 

someone or some event. 

For Flowers (F), a letter and flower envelope 

will be sent  to you prior to the date you chose. 

The envelope can be either placed in the offer-

ing plate on Sunday or mailed directly to the 

church. For the Live-Stream broadcast (LS), 

you can pay for sponsorship through the 

church’s app, or using blank envelope located 

in the ushers’ stand or office. 

August 4 
(F) Bob and Janet Clisch in celebration of their  
      wedding anniversary 
 
(F) Available for Sponsorship 
 
(LS)  Ron and Kim Shollack in memory of their       
         parents Ray and Karen Marvel, George  
         and Elaine Shollack 
 
August 11 
 (F) Stew Israel in memory of his wife Kathleen  
     Israel 
 
(F) Ed and Ruth Klosterhaus in celebration of  
     Ed’s birthday. 
 

August 18 
(F) Rick and Jodi Reed in memory of Rick’s  
      dad, Bob Reed 
 
 (F) Available for Sponsorship 
 
(LS)  Available for Sponsorship 
 
August 25 
 (F)  Rick and Jodi Reed in celebration of Jodi’s 
parents Joe and Margaret Grasley 
 
(F)  Available for Sponsorship 
 
(LS)  Marge Ross 
 

Communion Bread Bakers 

We are always looking for people to bake com-

munion bread. The recipe can be found both on 

the Communications Board next to the sign-up 

sheet or on the Celebration! Website 

www.celebrationlc.com.  If you do not wish to 

bake the bread, you may purchase whole wheat 

pita or flat bread. 

 

August 4 Luan Purcell 

August 11 Luan Purcell 

August 18 Luan Purcell 

August 25 Carol Gregg 

http://www.celebrationLC.com
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Carnival Flyer goes here 
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Thursday, August 1 
Psalm 49:1-12    
Proverbs 23:1-11    
Romans 11:33-36    
 

Friday, August 2 
Psalm 49:1-12    
Proverbs 24:1-12    
Ephesians 4:17-24   
 

Saturday, August 3 
Psalm 49:1-12    
Ecclesiastes 1:1-11   
Mark 10:17-22    
 

Sunday, August 4  
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23  
Psalm 49:1-12    
Colossians 3:1-11   
Luke 12:13-21    
 

Monday, August 5  
Psalm 127    
Ecclesiastes 2:1-17   
Colossians 3:18—4:1  
  
Tuesday, August 6  
Psalm 127    
Ecclesiastes 3:16—4:8   
Colossians 4:2-6    
 

Wednesday, August 7  
Psalm 127    
Ecclesiastes 12:1-8, 13-14   
Luke 12:22-31    
 

Thursday, August 8 
Psalm 33:12-22    
Job 21:1-16    
Romans 9:1-9   
  
Friday, August 9  
Psalm 33:12-22    
Ecclesiastes 6:1-6    
Acts 7:1-8    
 

Saturday, August 10 
Psalm 33:12-22    
Genesis 11:27-32    
Matthew 6:19-24    
 

 
Sunday, August 11  
Genesis 15:1-6    
Psalm 33:12-22    
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16   
Luke 12:32-40    
 

Monday, August 12  
Psalm 89:1-18    
2 Chronicles 33:1-17   
Hebrews 11:1-7  
 
Tuesday, August 13  
Psalm 89:1-18    
2 Chronicles 34:22-33   
Hebrews 11:17-28   
 

Wednesday, August 14  
Psalm 89:1-18    
Jeremiah 33:14-26   
Luke 12:41-48  
 

Thursday, August 15  
Psalm 82    
Joshua 7:1, 10-26    
Hebrews 10:26-31   
 

Friday, August 16  
Psalm 82    
1 Samuel 5:1-12    
Hebrews 10:32-39   
 

Saturday, August 17 
Psalm 82    
1 Samuel 6:1-16    
Matthew 24:15-27   
 

Sunday, August 28  
Jeremiah 23:23-29   
Psalm 82    
Hebrews 11:29—12:2   
Luke 12:49-56    
 

Monday, August 19  
Psalm 32    
Jeremiah 23:30-40   
1 John 4:1-6    
 

Tuesday, August 20  
Psalm 32    
Jeremiah 25:15-29   
Acts 7:44-53    
 

Wednesday, August 21  
Psalm 32    
Jeremiah 25:30-38   
Luke 19:45-48    

Thursday, August  22 
Psalm 103:1-8  
Numbers 15:32-41  
Hebrews 12:3-17    
 

Friday, August 23  
Psalm 103:1-8   
2 Chronicles 8:12-15  
Acts 17:1-9   
 
Saturday, August 24 
Psalm 103:1-8   
Nehemiah 13:15-22  
Luke 6:1-5    
Sunday, August 25 
Isaiah 58:9b-14   
Psalm 103:1-8   
Hebrews 12:18-29  
Luke 13:10-17    

 

Monday, August 26  
Psalm 109:21-31   
Ezekiel 20:1-17   
Hebrews 3:7—4:11 
   

Tuesday, August 27  
Psalm 109:21-31   
Ezekiel 20:18-32   
Revelation 3:7-13  
   

Wednesday, August 28  
Psalm 109:21-31   
Ezekiel 20:33-44   
Luke 6:6-11 
 

Thursday, August 29  
Psalm 112   
Proverbs 15:13-17  
1 Peter 3:8-12 
 

Friday, August 30  
Psalm 112   
Proverbs 18:6-12   
1 Peter 4:7-11 
 

Saturday, August 31  
Psalm 112   
Proverbs 21:1-4, 24-26  
Matthew 20:20-28  
  

August Devotions 



13 

Kids Korner 


