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From the Pastor 

• "This being Easter, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come forward 
 and lay an egg on the altar."  

• "This afternoon there will be a meeting in the South and North 
 ends of the church. Children will be baptized at both ends."  

• "Thursday at 5:00 p.m. there will be a meeting of the Little 
 Mothers' Club. All wishing to become little mothers, please 
 see the minister in his study."  

• "At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 
 'What is Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir practice." 

 

Words are so easily confused. 
 

Words, words, words -- confused, misused, abused -- and they’re all 
around us. We may sometimes feel like we're swimming in a sea of 
words. But, let me put in a few good words …about words. 
 

Words really are important. Words have power both to hurt and to 
heal. Words shape us. Pediatrician and Psychoanalyst D. W. Win-
nicott suggests that a mother's words of love, comfort and encourage-
ment gradually take the place of physical holding ... The child who 
has had a 'good enough' experience of being held physically in a 
parent's arms and emotionally with a parent's words learns to have 
confidence in ... words. 
 

Despite getting confused, misused, and abused, words are important. 
So important that the Gospel of John uses "the Word" as a name for 
Christ. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God; all 
things were made through him, and without him was not anything 
made that was made" (John 1:1-3) 
 

How wonderful! Jesus who is the Christ is God's Word, the rd of 
Creation, the Word of life. 
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 In the movie “A River Runs Through It”, 

there's a scene where the father takes his 

two young sons to their favorite river to 

fish. One of the boys finds a fossil and 

brings it to dad. 

 

The father says: "Boys, this river flows 

through the land over the rocks to the Sea. 

The rocks are half a billion years old, show-

ing the marks of raindrops that fell long 

eons ago. And underneath the rocks are the 

words of God. Listen." And they lean over 

and listen to the gurgling river. Underneath 

the river and the rocks is the Word of God. 

The Word that runs through all things and 

holds all things together. 

 

 John says Jesus is that Word, the Word that 

was and is, and always will be – forever! 

 

 Jesus spoke no words as a baby. But even 

without words, he sent a message. Lying in 

a manger in a dirty stable, he proclaimed 

God's love for the least and last. As an adult, 

Jesus preached about love. But he didn't just 

talk the talk; he walked the walk, loving 

others, healing the sick, feeding the hungry, 

standing with and for the outcasts. He 

preached peace and practiced peace toward 

all. 

  

 He gave us other words: "This is my body, 

broken for you. This is my blood, shed for 

you. Do this, in remembrance of me." And 

then, right after this, he went out and died 

for you and for me. Jesus taught us words of 

forgiveness -- and then died with words of 

forgiveness on his lips: "Father, forgive 

them; for they know not what they do" 

 

 We live in a world where some politicians 

carefully craft their speeches for maximum 

squirm-out-ability. Advertisers try to sell us 

 
"new and improved" versions of the same old 

thing. Contracts are tossed aside, promises not 

kept, marriage vows broken, laws ignored or 

avoided. Even "I love you," has become as com-

mon and as cheap as a bumper sticker reading "I 

Love New York." 

 

 But, words have meaning. Words are im-

portant. Especially the eternal Word of God. 

 

 Jesus is God's Word, come to show us God in the 

life he lived, the death he died, and the New Life 

he was raised to. Yes, there are words, words, 

words -- and then there is the Word. "In the be-

ginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God ... And the Word be-

came flesh and dwelt among us." 

 

 Jesus is the Word we can build our lives on, the 

Word we can live by, the Word we can trust for-

ever! 

 

Have a truly blessed Advent and Christmas!  Oh, 

and don’t forget, our Christmas (the CHRIST-

Mass) Eve worships are at 11am and 9pm.  There 

will be a brunch following the 11am worship ser-

vice. I hope you’ll do your best to plan your fami-

ly events around coming to worship and praising 

our Lord Jesus at least once on the 24th. 

 

 See you in church! 

 

  

 

 

 

THANK YOU! To everyone who lifted me up in 

prayer during my recent hospitalization.  As you 

know my outpatient surgery turned into a two 

night stay, and YOUR PRAYERS sustained me 

during this somewhat scary time.  I felt each and 

every one of them!  The people of Celebration! 

are the best! 



 

Oh Come Let us 
Adore Him! 

There are two opportunities to worship on 
Christmas Eve, 11:00 am and 9:00 pm. The 
message and readings will be the same for both 
services.  

Please stay after the 11:00 service to enjoy 
brunch and fellowship in the Gathering Space. 
Also, cookies will be served before the evening 
worship service beginning at 8:00pm  and at 10 
pm, after worship . 

Lessons & Carols 
 

The celebration of Christ’s birth doesn’t 
end on Christmas day. The Sunday fol-
lowing Christmas, December 29th,  we 
worship with lessons and carols, our ver-
sion of a festival of lessons and carols. 
During the worship service we sing the 
favorite Christmas hymns you have sug-
gested and hear God’s word. Worship is 
at 10:00am! 

 

The body of Christ  

has increased  

by 7lbs and 13oz! 

Congratulations to Matt and Adrienne Dent on 

the birth of their son, Nolan James Dent on 

November 10th.  Nolan joins big sister 

Reagan. Proud grandparents are Brian and 

Sandi Doyle.   

 

December Activities 

In a nutshell... 

 

Friday, December 6 

Decorating the Sanctuary 

 

Saturday, December 14 

Celebration Christmas Dinner 

Featuring “Celebration’s Got Talent” 

 

Sunday, December 15 

Time to have all your “Tree” donations  

 

Monday, December 16 

7:00 p..m. WELCA  Cookie exchange  

 

Tuesday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 

11:00 a.m. service  

Special Holiday Brunch following 

 

9:00 p.m. service 

Cookies before and after  

 

Sunday, December 29 

Lessons  

and Carols 

 



 

 

 

 

Over the last several weeks, the Stew-

ardship Team has described our new 

ministries for 2020.   

• A handicap accessible door at the 

east entrance,  

• A safer and more secure door at the 

kitchen entrance,  

and  

• Continuing our excellent and faithful 

ministry here at Celebration in 

Westland (keeping up with the al-

ways rising costs, such as insurance 

and snow removal) 

We definitely heard excitement from 

you!! 

A BIG thank you to everyone who 

completed their 2020 commitment 

cards! It really shows your love for this 

church and its desire to expand Christ's 

ministry.  Your generosity is awe-

some!!!  Approximately 45% of the 

cards have been returned, including 

some new givers, and a number of you 

met the challenge we asked 

for.  THANK YOU!! 

There is a new twist this year…  We 

have received notice of a challenge gift 

of $3000.  The church will receive this 

gift if a minimum of 100 commitment 

cards are returned.  So, make sure 

you get your cards back to us, even if 

you write “I’ll do my best”. Remem-

ber, the church will not get the $3000 if 

we don’t get at least 100 cards back.   

We have had 85 cards returned so 

far.  So, if you haven’t been able to com-

plete your commitment card yet, please 

do so and return it to the church within 

the next couple of weeks.  To make 

things even easier for those who weren’t 

able to pick up their cards, we’ve mailed 

them to you with an envelope that is pre-

stamped and addressed back to Celebra-

tion.  

PUSH PAY—if you are currently donat-

ing using the Push Pay method, don’t 

forget to update your recurring contribu-

tion amount through the Celebration or 

Pushpay app.  Or, if you prefer you can 

fill out a form with your changes, and 

our Financial Secretary, Laurel Fick, will 

update your account to be effective Janu-

ary 1, 2020.  If you would like to begin 

donating using the Push Pay method 

most simply by texting the word Cele-

brationlc to 77977, through the Celebra-

tion app (look for Celebration on Joy on 

Google Play or iTunes.  

 

Your Partners in Ministry, 

Debby Hoepner  

for the Stewardship Team 



 

Decorating 

and Desserts 
 

On Sunday, December 
1st, we hope you will 
help bring the Christmas 
decorations down from 

the “attic”. Please meet Larry Snowden im-
mediately after the worship service in the 
sacristy area behind the altar. 
 
Then on Thursday, December 4th, 7:00 pm, 
the Property Team will meet assembling the 
15ft Christmas tree. If you are not on the 
team and would like to help fluff the branch-
es, please come and help! 
 
Finally, December 6th at 6:00 pm, we will 
decorate the church and trees. Please bring a 
dessert to share. 

 

We  

Have  

Trees! 
 
      The Warming 
Tree is up in the 
Gathering Space. 
Please bring in donations of new hats, 
gloves, scarves, or mittens. Donations 
will go to the homeless veterans and the 
Wayne County Family Center. Please 
make sure your donated items are on 
the tree by December 15th. 
 
 

 
 
The Angel Tree is up in 
the Welcoming Area. We 
are adopting five families 
again. If you haven’t al-
ready taken a tag, please 
do so. Each tag on the 

tree has the name of the family member 
and their gift wish. If you take a tag 
please be sure to write your name on the 
correct list, which is next to the tree. The 
tags are color coded by family.  
Your wrapped gifts need to be under the 
tree by December 15th. Please be sure to 
tape the colored tag on the outside of the 
gift and don’t forget to put an angel on 
the tree! 
 

If you have questions regarding either of 
the trees, please contact Cindy Sweier by 
phone 248-408-7563 or you can email 
her at: cynthiasweier@yahoo.com. 
 

Winter Driving  Tips for Car Safety 

Keep your gas tank filled above halfway to avoid 

emergencies in bad weather. 

Stuck on the ice without sand or cat litter? In a 

pinch you can take the mats out of your car, place 

them next to the tires, and slowly inch the car onto 

and across the mats. 

Gently rub a small, moistened, cloth bag of iodized 

salt on the outside of your windshield to prevent 

the ice and snow from sticking. 

Fog proof  your mirrors and the inside of your wind-

shields with shaving cream. Spray and wipe it off 

with paper towels. 

Avoid driving when you have the flu, which can re-

duce your reaction time almost six times as much as 

moderate alcohol intake. 

mailto:cynthiasweier@yahoo.com


 

How do we do this? 
 

If you would like to sponsor 
a vase of flowers and/or our 
Live-Stream ministry for a 
Sunday worship service, you 
may do so by signing up on 

the Communications Board by the front en-
trance. The Live-Stream sponsorship is $15.00 
per Sunday and the flowers are $23.00 per vase. 
You can sponsor both the flowers and the Live-
Stream broadcast in honor, memory, or in cele-
bration of someone or some event. 

For Flowers (F), a letter and flower envelope 
will be sent to you prior to the date you chose. 
The envelope can be either placed in the offer-
ing plate on Sunday or mailed directly to the 
church. You many also pay using the Celebra-
tion phone app by texting to 77977.  

For the Live-Stream broadcast (LS), you can 
pay for sponsorship through the church’s app, or 
using blank envelope located in the ushers’ 
stand or office. You many also pay using the 
Celebration phone app by texting to 77977. 

Here’s the Schedule: 

December 1 
(F) Justin and Michelle Lair 
in celebration of      Linda 
Bierbaum’s birthday   
(F) Tim and Debby Hoepner in memory of  
Walter and Evelyn Hoepner 
(LS)  Stew Israel 
 
December 8 
(F) Charlene Tennant in celebration of her son, An-
drew Miller’s birthday 
(F) Charlene Tennant in memory of Jim Tennant 
(LS)  Stew Israel 
 
December 15 
(F) Rick and Jodi Reed in memory of Joe Grasley 
(F) Phil and Cindy Sweier in memory of Ted 
Dukzinski Jr.  
(LS) Stew Israel 
 
 

December 22 
(F) Ronald Beier in memory of Earl 
Hansen 
(F) Ronald Beier in memory of Earl 
Hansen 
(LS) Stew Israel 

 
December 24 
(F) Poinsettias 
(F) Poinsettias 
(LS) Stew Israel 
 
December 29 
(F) No Sponsor 
(F) No Sponsor 
(LS) Stew Israel 

You, too,  
can be a Communion Bread 

Baker! 
The recipe for communion bread can be 
found both on the Communications 
Board or on the Celebration website 
www.celebrationlc.com.  If you do not 
wish to bake the bread, you may pur-
chase whole wheat pita or flat bread. 

December 1    Emily Jung-Hoste 
 
December 8   Rick and Jodi Reed 
 
December 15   Rick and Jodi Reed 
 
December 22   Rick and Jodi Reed 
 
December 24   Heather Fogle 
 
December 29   No communion 

 

http://www.celebrationlc.com


 

 

Cookie Ministry and 
General 
Meeting 

 
The Women of 
the ELCA will 
again be having a general meeting and 
pack cookies for Celebration shut-ins 
on Monday, December 16 at 7:00 
pm. 
 
Please bring three dozen cookies; a 
dozen to be packed for the shut-ins, a 
dozen to share and a dozen for re-
freshments that evening. 
 
A short general meeting will include 
the election of a vice president and 
treasurer.  Each will serve a two-year 
term.  
 
There will also be a craft for creative 
souls. 

 

Watch, wait, create 

 

A creative Advent devotional  
with Isaiah 

 

Martin Luther said, “God’s entire divine na-
ture is wholly and entirely in all creatures, 
more deeply, more inwardly, more present 
than the creature is to itself.” 

 

As people created in the image of God, each 
one of us is called to participate in the very 
nature of creation in our own particular 
ways. How do we engage that divine na-
ture—the imago Dei (or image of God)—
within ourselves? 

 

The Women’s Bible Study Group meets the 
third Wednesday, December 18, at 1:00 pm. 
 

If you do not get Gather magazine, copies of 
the Bible study are available in the mailbox 

There is a sign up poster in the welcoming area 
to let us know that you plan to attend and if you 
can bring an appetizer or dessert.  We also need 
help with food preparation. (We miss you Da-
vid Anderson.) 

 

Special Items Featured at the 
Christmas Dinner 

 

Quilt Raffle 

(tickets available after worship) 
 

Crafted Items 

(available for sale on Dec. 8, 14 and 15.in the 
Gathering Room) 
 

Baked Items 

(available for sale on Dec. 14  & 15 in the 
Gathering Room) 
 

Family Christmas Dinner 

 
December 14 

 
Appetizers at 4:00pm 

Dinner at 5:00 pm 
 

Entertainment: 
Celebration’s Got Talent 

 



 

Celebration Ladies will be meeting 
on Tuesday, Dec 3 at the Sweet 
Afton Tea Room in Plymouth 
at 1:30 PM (note time change). 
Menu options and directions are 
forthcoming. 
  
We have limited seating and menu 
options with our reservation, so 
please let Glenda Tarr know 
by return email ASAP if you plan to 
join us—or even if you just think 
you MIGHT be interested in com-
ing. 
  
We want to be able to include you! 
 
Glenda 

 
734/259-8016 

 Ladies Lunch 

 

 

On Saturday, November 16th, 14 
youth from Celebration met in 
downtown Plymouth for "Bell Ring-
ing" from 4:00pm to 6:00pm. When 
they were not ringing the bell they 
went inside the Greek Island Coney 
restaurant and made Christmas 
Cards for shut-ins. 

Thanks to everyone who helped make 

this a huge success! 

Hamilton School Update  
 

Tuesday Dec 3 and Thursday Dec 5 will 
be half days 
December 9 thru 13 will be the Santa 

Shop—volunteers requested to help the 

children shop 

December 19 will be a Christmas Sing A

-Long:  A new program for Hamilton, so 

watch the weekly connection for more 

details. 

Last day of school before Christmas 

break will be December 20 

Some Hamilton families will be includ-

ed in this year's Angel tree 

 
Thanks to all. 

George Evalt 

CLC Youth  

"Serve God, Serve Church ,  

and Serve Our  Communities!” 



 

 
 
 
 

Birthdays 

 

1Linda Bierbaum 
  Trudy Mosley   
 2 David Holt 
 4 Katie Frank 
 5 Andy Smith 
  8 Madeline Crile 
  9 Kevin Heltenun 
10 Elsie Felix 
12 Lois Zilka 
14 Mark Roffi 
15 Georgia Hartsell 
17 Cheryl Williamson 
21 Karin Klein 
23 Noel Carter 
24 Pat Villemure 
27 Terry Tarr 
 

 Anniversaries 

1  Fred and Cheryl Williamson 
7 Larry and Marge Flores 
23 Jon and Karen Call 

A Note From The Office 
 

The office will be closed December 
24th, 25th, and 31st in observance of 
Christmas and New Year’s Eves.  We 
hope you all have a blessed and safe 
Christmas! 

The Social Outreach Committee.. 
 
Thanks everyone who donated items for the 
Veterans baby shower. These are the items 
that were donated: 
 
1 scale, 1 Stroller, 24 packs of diapers, 5 
packs of wipes, 59 onesies, 10 outfits, 
2  dresses, 9 pants, 19 shirts, 15 sleepers, 4 
pacifiers, 5 teething rings, 3 bibs, 6 socks, 14 
blankets, 10 stuffed animals, 1 spoon set, 6 
bottles, 3 towels, 2 books and 35 miscellane-
ous items. 

 

Cindy Sweier and Georgia Hartsell 

January 
Newsletter Deadline 

is set for 
December 15th to 

Lupurcell661@gmail.com 

 



 

Sunday, December 1 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 
Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 
 
Monday, December 2 
Psalm 124 
Genesis 8:1-19 
Romans 6:1-11 
 
Tuesday, December 3 
Psalm 124 
Genesis 9:1-17 
Hebrews 11:32-40 
 
Wednesday, December 4 
Psalm 124 
Isaiah 54:1-10 
Matthew 24:23-35 
 
Thursday, December 5 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Isaiah 4:2-6 
Acts 1:12-17, 21-26 
 
Friday, December 6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Isaiah 30:19-26 
Acts 13:16-25 
 
Saturday, December 7 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
John 1:19-28 
 
Sunday, December 8 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 
 
Monday, December 9 
Psalm 21 
Isaiah 24:1-16a 
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 
 
Tuesday, December 10 
Psalm 21 
Isaiah 41:14-20 
Romans 15:14-21 
 
Wednesday, December 11 
Psalm 21 
Genesis 15:1-18 
Matthew 12:33-37 

 

Thursday, December 12 
Psalm 146:5-10 
Ruth 1:6-18 
2 Peter 3:1-10 
 
Friday, December 13 
Psalm 146:5-10 
Ruth 4:13-17 
2 Peter 3:11-18 
 
Saturday, December 14 
Psalm 146:5-10 
1 Samuel 2:1-8 
Luke 3:1-18 
 
Sunday, December 15 
Isaiah35:1-10 
Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 
1:46b-55 
James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 
 
Monday, December 16 
Psalm 42 
Isaiah 29:17-24 
Acts 5:12-16 
 
Tuesday, December 17 
Psalm 42 
Ezekiel 47:1-12 
Jude 17-25 
 
Wednesday, December 18 
Psalm 42 
Zechariah 8:1-17 
Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34 
 
Thursday, December 19 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
2 Samuel 7:1-17 
Galatians 3:23-29 
 
Friday, December 20 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
2 Samuel 7:18-22 
Galatians 4:1-7 
 
Saturday, December 21 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
2 Samuel 7:23-29 
John 3:31-36 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 22 
Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 
Monday, December 23 
Luke 1:46b-55 
2 Samuel 7:18, 23-29 
Galatians 3:6-14 
 
Tuesday, December 24 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 
 
Wednesday, December 25 
Isaiah 62:6-12 
Psalm 97 
Titus 3:4-7 
Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 
 
Thursday, December 26 
Psalm 148 
Wisdom 4:7-15 
Acts 7:59—8:8 
 
Friday, December 27 
Psalm 148 
Proverbs 8:22-31 
1 John 5:1-12 
 
Saturday, December 28 
Psalm 148 
Isaiah 49:13-23 
Matthew 18:1-14 
 
Sunday, December 29 
Psalm 20 
Jeremiah 31:15-22 
Luke 19:41-44 
 
Monday, December 30 
Psalm 20 
Isaiah 26:1-9 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
 
Tuesday, December 31 
Psalm 20 
1 Kings 3:5-14 
John 8:12-19 

DECEMBER DAILY DEVOTIONALS 
Sundays are in bold 

We Are Now in the Year of Matthew 


