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From The Pastor 

On Saturday, December 28, 1912 at 5:45 P.M., a train belonging 
to the Toledo and Ohio Central Railroad system pulled into the 
West Broad Street station in Columbus, Ohio. When it came to a 
stop a handsome 50 year old man stepped off. He was a slightly 
balding, but had the powerful look of an athlete. He wore a deli-
cately creased suit, patent leather shoes, a diamond stickpin, and 
a very high quality silk necktie. After waving to the waiting 
crowd he turned to help his wife of 24 years out of the pullman 
car. Before they had left their home in Winona Lake, Illinois he 
told her that he was "tickled to death...to get at the job [in Co-
lumbus]." With his spouse safely on the train platform, he turned 
to the smiling and applauding gathering of ministers and evange-

lists thanking them for their warm reception. He and his wife were 
then led to a waiting car and were taken to their rooms at the Den-
nison Hotel so that they could prepare and rest up for their 49 day ho-
ly mission: for the Reverend William Asher "Billy" Sunday had come 
to set Columbus on the path of redemption.  
  
Billy Sunday (November 19, 1862 – November 6, 1935), formerly an 
outfielder for baseball’s National League, is widely considered the 
most influential American evangelist during the first two decades of 
the 20th century.    
  
And my grandmother (my mother’s mother) saw him during his Co-
lumbus crusade.  
  
Though she would often talk to anyone who would listen about her 
childhood in Dublin, Ohio, She also spoke (at least to me) about her 
experience attending a Billy Sunday evangelistic crusade in down-
town Columbus, Ohio.   
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Billy Sunday has fascinated me for years, es-
pecially after I saw the movie “Elmer Gantry” 
for whom Sunday was the inspiration (highly 
fictionalized) for the lead character played by 
Burt Lancaster (and Shirly Jones’ Oscar win-
ning performance as a prostitute). I’ve always 
wondered what kind of a person could have 
such a magnetic personality that (almost) every 
church in a major metropolitan city would 
closed their doors in order to encourage their 
parishioners to attend his crusade.  
  
On January 30, 1912 a delegation of 25 minis-
ters and lay leaders went to extend a formal in-
vitation to Billy Sunday to hold a series of re-
vival meetings in Columbus. This was not the 
first time Sunday had been approached regard-
ing the possibility of revival meetings there. 
Around 6 months before, there were informal 
discussions within local ministerial circles 
about bringing Sunday to Columbus, however, 
major opposition was expressed by local Epis-
copalian and Lutheran church leaders. The 
most vocal opposition to Sunday's coming was 
Dr. Washington Gladden who stated that he felt 
Sunday was simply a money seeker and that: 
"it was exorbitant and preposterous for anyone, 
even an angel of heaven, to demand that all 
churches of Columbus be closed during [his] 
stay."  
 
Somewhat ironically, the revival tabernacle 
was to be built on the former site of Capital 
University and its Lutheran seminary, a roller 
skating rink, an auditorium, which was now an 
Air Dome. The tabernacle was designed to seat 
over 10,000 spectators and have a carpeted 
platform for Sunday and his crew of evange-
lists and musicians, and also hold a 1,500 
voice choir.    
 
Billy opened the first day of the revival cam-
paign by bombarding high-browed society, and 
lambasting church members who don't fight 
for the right in all things. This included: wom-
en gamblers, Unitarians, "tight-wad" million-
aires, and users of tobacco and booze.  

  
30,000 people came to the tabernacle that 
first day over the course of three services 
with over 4,000 total having been turned 
away. Sunday whipped up the audience in-
to a frenzy using his trademark slang ex-
pressions and down-home humor. One of 
the notable features of the day was Billy's 
use of "the Chautaqua salute to God" 
where he mounted a chair on the platform 
and, with his hands aloft, challenged those 
who were willing to fight for the forces of 
Christianity to stand up and salute God 
with fluttering handkerchiefs. Few re-
mained seated.   
 
During the campaign Billy came out in fa-
vor of women's suffrage saying that nations 
rise and fall on the devotion of mothers in 
the home. After leading the singing of 
"Home, Sweet Home", Sunday spoke 
against the "Rum Demon" and again 
preached against those who were 
"knocking" his revival.   

Billy Sunday in action! 
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Sunday used this illustration as a way of 
explaining to his audience that committing 
their lives to Christ would be their way of 
following the trail from the darkest woods 
that was sin, into the light that was re-
demption in Christ. On that first night, 
over 400 "hit the trail."  
  
By Thursday of the second week Billy be-
gan calling for "converts" to "hit the saw-
dust trail" and commit their lives to Christ. 
The call to hit the sawdust trail was an 
early catch phrase in Sunday campaigns. 
This expression came from stories about 
early loggers who, when they would walk 
into the deepest darkest parts of the forest, 
took along bags filled with sawdust and 
scattered the sawdust along the trail be-
hind them so that they could find their 
way out of the forest again.  
 
He also started bringing in even more hu-
mor into his messages saying that "God 
likes fun" and that joyous religion would 
win more souls in one month than 
"doleful, sour, crampcolic religion" could 
in 10 years. He then told a story about a 
leper bathing in the Jordan as well as other 
Bible story's told in a humorous way's that 
had his audiences rolling in the aisles.   
  
By week five, Sunday began to specialize 
in his outreach by holding women only 
revivals, men only revivals, anti-alcohol 
revivals, revivals for the blind, and a re-
vival for inmates at the Ohio Penitentiary. 
Every time he changed his tactics more 
and more people came to hear him. By the 
time the revivals had ended, more than 
825,000 people attended services.  
  
Churches began to swell with new con-
verts immediately after the revival but 
much of Sunday's work was undone when 
the local pastors that had supported the  
  
 

 

Sunday campaign tried to pass laws against 
dancing and theater attendance. They were 
soundly defeated in their efforts by churches 
who had not supported the revival and had a 
more "liberal" view of these activities.  
 
Was the Billy Sunday revival in Columbus a 
success? It depends on your point of view. In 
the short term he did what he set out to do, to 
preach the gospel in the only way he knew how 
and give people a taste of the glory that he was 
so personally familiar with in his own life. As 
for the long term effects of his efforts, Billy said 
it best when he spoke to a group of ministers on 
the train platform that last day of the campaign:  
 
"You must be willing to do things in a different 
way to move the unconverted toward salvation, 
to sacrifice your own personal prejudices for 
the sake of the folks  on the outside...If I were a 
pastor of a church I'd have a brass band in front 
of the church every Sunday night to let the devil 
know there's something doing down there.   
 
There's a verse in Scriptures on 'Feed my 
lambs;' but in some instances it ought to read, 
feed my giraffes,' because some folds put the 
fodder so high that nobody can reach it.   
  
I never aspired to be a heady, throaty, intellectu-
al preacher. I am satisfied to put the Gospel in 
such a way that the foundryman at the fire and 
the toiler in the ditch will understand it and be 
led to repentance. I don't care three whoops this 
side of perdition whether any gang in this town 
like it or not...I know what some dirty whelps 
will say if some of these converts slip and fall. 
They're just as good as the old converts, de-
pending on the environment you make for them. 
When I leave Columbus I refuse to be held re-
sponsible for what happens. I've done my duty. 
Now it's up to you preachers."  
  
I hope you’ve found this as interesting as I have 
over the years.  See you in church!  
  

PASTOR FOGLE  
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Waiting for entry into the Billy Sunday women's revival in Columbus 

Congregation  Picnic 

          Sunday, August 8 

Plans are in the works to have a Congre-

gation picnic at our own picnic ground 

behind the church.  This will be after the 

service that day with the Hot dogs and 

buns, and toppings, paper products etc. 

being provided.  All of you are invited 

and urged to attend, but there’s a catch.  

Please sign up in the entrance hall (or 

call the office) to let us know  what food 

items you will bring and  how many 

people for whom to plan.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re looking forward to being together 

again as well as enjoying the improved 

surroundings.   

Again, we thank the scouts for all their 

hard work in updating the property.  
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Faith Formation KidZone 

Have your little one join us for Children’s Faith Education and 
Fellowship 

Sundays after worship, beginning September 19th 

 

Register at the Church Picnic on August 8th or pick up a registration form by the 

large bulletin board in the entry. 

Text or call _ Tina Reid for information or questions @ 313-408-2664 

 

KidZone is for children ages 3y -5th grade. 

Children will gather for music, Bible stories, craftls, snacks and activities in our 
pre-school-lower elementary or upper elementary group. 

*KidZone will follow CDC recommendations for school settings 

 

Feeding the Hungry 

The next “Bring One Sun-
day” is August 8th. The 
Good Hope Food Pantry in 
Garden City is always in 
need of non-perishable 
food items. During the pan-

demic families are hit especially hard dur-
ing the summer because the children are 
home all day. Please consider donating pea-
nut butter,  boxes of Suddenly Salad, Mac 
and Cheese, canned fruits, cereal, pasta, 
Italian dressing, and canned fruit juice. 

Please leave your donations in the clear tub 
located across from the office next to the 
side entrance. If you wish to make a mone-
tary donation, please make checks out to 
the Good Hope Food Pantry. If you have 
any questions regarding this ministry, con-
tact Greg and Gloria Tapper 734-427-1142 

 Hamilton School News 

• School is scheduled to begin August 
30, likely to be in person and full week 
for all students 

 

• Our volunteer in-school support has 
not yet been determined, check weekly 
newsletters and/or the September 
monthly 

 

• As in 2020, we have agreed to pro-
vide a school starter kit for the students 
consisting of a zip-lock bag filled with: 

• 24 Crayola cray-
on box 

• Two Ticondero-
ga pencils and 
sharpener 

• Spiral notebook 

• Expo marker 
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Forum Fodder update for the fall 

Adult Education Group 

Well, we had a change of plan with our study of 
Revelation.  Rather than push through into June 
and the rest of the summer, we decided to take a 
break until the fall.  We stopped at the end of 
chapter 11 because that provided a good break 
point—we became aware that the ending of the 
book, and the Bible, would have Jesus victori-
ous.  That’s not to say there’s nothing more to 
learn, however.  There are 3 study sessions re-
maining and each study session is made up of a 
video introduction followed by 3 additional 
evenings of follow up personal study that we 
then discuss in the group setting in following 
weeks. 

Here are the 3 major titles along with the con-
tent listed by Bible sub-titles: 

How to Overcome the Enemy (Revelation 12-
18): 

• 12: Learn who the woman, the child and 
the dragon represent, and whose plan wins 
out 

• 13: Meet two beasts and decide how 
Daniel 7: 1-28 fits in 

 

• 14: An interlude with the Lamb; 
learn the messages of the 3 angels; 
decide who are the 144000 and what 
is their song’s importance 

 

• 15: Only needs 8 verses to intro-
duce the 7 angels and the 7 bowls are 
wrath to be introduced 

 

• 16: Care to guess what each of 
the 7 bowls of God’s wrath are?  

 

• 17: The great prostitute and the 
Beast are judged 

• 18: Learn how Babylon falls and 
is destroyed 

When All Hell Breaks Loose 
(Revelation 19, 20 and 21: 1-5) 

• 19: Wedding Celebration of the 
Lamb and Son of God goes to War 

 

• 20: When is the 1000 Year Reign, 
Satan’s Final defeat, and judgement 
before the throne 

 

• 21:  New Heaven and New Earth 

 
The Promises of Heaven (Revelation 
21:5 to 22:21) 

• 21: New Jerusalem descends 
 

• 22: The river of life, Jesus is 
coming, closing assurances for the 
people of God and final benediction 

 
Revelation is a book of hope.  Contact 
Jane Alder or me  (Geroge Evalt) if you 
want to join this study come September 
and embrace the details of that hope. 

• For those members who want to pur-
chase these supplies and put together some 
bags, please let us know how many you’ll 
be making 

• For those members who want to support 
the effort financially, but can’t do the shop-
ping, please donate $2.50 x the number of 
kits you wish to underwrite and get a check 
to church.   

• CLC will cover the cost of the rest of the 
kits needed 

• Watch weekly newsletters for  periodic 
updates 

• Contacts: George Evalt, Georgia 
Hartsell, and Cindy Sweier 
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Live Stream the Service 

We thank this month’s live stream sponsor, 
Hewitt Hammer. 

You, too, can sponsor a live streamed 
service: do this in several ways; Sign-
up on the Communications Board, call 
or email the office 
(officelc@celebrationlc.com), or use 
the following link to sign-up using Sig-
nup Genius. https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/60B054CAFA92EA3F58-live. 

 
Payment can be put into an envelope in 
the offering plate on Sunday, mailed 

 

 

We 
welcome Gertrude “Trudy” and Roger 
Buelow to Celebration Lutheran Church. 

Please add their information to your di-
rectory: 

33676 Trillium Court 
Livonia, MI 48150 
(H) 734-421-8312 
Trudy Cell – 734-658-5249 

Flower Sponsors for August 

August 1 
 
Bob and Janet Clisch - 
Anniversary 
 
August 8 

Stew Israel 
 
August 15 

Rick and Jodi Reed – 
In memory of Bob 
Reed 
 

Please feel free to sponsor flowers for 
any Sunday in August. 

Notes From The Office 
 

Jodi will be on vacation August 16th and 
17th. She needs someone who can answer 
the phones from 9:00 – 12:00.  If you are 
able to help her out, please call the office 
734-582-4112 or email her at 

 officelc@celebrationlc.com. 

Happy Graduation 
 
Congratulations to Ericka Williamson on her 
graduation and well-deserved success. Ericka 
was accidentally left off the graduate’s list last 
month. We wish Ericka and the rest of the gradu-
ates best wishes for your next new adventure.  

 

August Altar Guild Teams 
 
August 1: Carol Gregg, Bob and Janet Clisch 
 
August 8: Marge Ross, Sally Evalt, Jodi 
Reed 

August 15: Laureen Preston, Laurel Fick, 
Luan Purcell 
 
August 22: Georgia Hartsell, Katie Frank, 
Laurel Fick 
 
August 29: Georgia Hartsell, Bob and Janet 
Clisch 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054CAFA92EA3F58-live
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054CAFA92EA3F58-live
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054CAFA92EA3F58-live
mailto:officelc@celebrationlc.com
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August Birthdays 
 
1   Christopher Kolhoff 
4   Glenda Tarr 
7   John Zoller 
10 Matt Dent 
14 Carol Hakala 
    Jeremiah Livingston 
15 Ed Klosterhaus 
16 Gareth Tarr 
18 Faith Hurd 
19 Carol Noonan 
    Jessica Purcell 
    Bob Winn 
23 Lori Fernyhough 
 

August Anniversaries 
 
 1  Bob and Janet Clisch 
     John and Carol Gambotto 
  4 Mike and Pat Villemure 
  6 Randy and Jill Brown  
  7 Ron and Kim Shollack 
  9 Leo and Sandy Albert 
     Steve and Andrea Kolhoff 
16 Stephen and Noelle Tarr 
16 Bud Johnson & Annie  
     Featherstone 
25 Ray and Barbara Smith 
30 Sarah and Mike Mooneyhan 

Chair Pockets? 

  What are they? 

Debby Hoepner has designed and 

Heather Fogel has sewn pockets to 

hold the extra information you may 

need at worship right at your fin-

gertips.  These will be installed on 

the backs of chairs late in August 

by the WELCA board members 

and assistants.  Watch for this addi-

tion early in September. 

 
 

Each week we pray for members of the 
congregation on a rotating basis.  
 
This month we pray for:  
 
August 1 
Nasim Haider 
Carole Hakala 
Vi Hakala 
Hewitt Hammer 
 
August 8 
Jim, Susan, Jen-
na, Reece, and 
Rowan Hardy 
Bill and Laura 
Harrison 
Larry and Geor-
gia Hartsell 
Steve Hartsell 
 
August 15 
Barb Heidmann 
Anne Heikkinen 
Chris and Brigette Hoepner 
Tim and Debby Hoepner 
 
August 22 
Dave, Deanna, Benjamin, and Catherine 
Holt 
Bob, Christine, Zach, and Faith Hurd 
Stew Israel 
Bud Johnson and Annie Featherstone 
 
August 29 
Marion Jones 
Emily, Nathan, and Oliver Hoste 
Karin Klein 
Miriam Kleven 
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Daily Devotions 

 
Sunday, August 1 
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 
Psalm 78:23-29 
Ephesians 4:1-16 
John 6:24-35 
 
Monday, August 2 
Psalm 107:1-3, 33-43 
Numbers 11:16-23, 31-32 
Ephesians 4:17-24 
 
Tuesday, August 3 
Psalm 107:1-3, 33-43 
Deuteronomy 8:1-20 
1 Corinthians 12:27-31 
Wednesday, August 4 
Psalm 107:1-3, 33-43 
Isaiah 55:1-9 
Mark 8:1-10 
 
Thursday, August 5 
Psalm 34:1-8 
1 Samuel 28:20-25 
Romans 15:1-6 
Friday, August 6 
Psalm 34:1-8 
2 Samuel 17:15-29 
Galatians 6:1-10 
Saturday, August 7 
Psalm 34:1-8 
1 Kings 2:1-9 
Matthew 7:7-11 
Sunday, August 8 
1 Kings 19:4-8 
Psalm 34:1-8 
Ephesians 4:25—5:2 
John 6:35, 41-51 
Monday, August 9 
Psalm 81 
1 Kings 17:1-16 
Ephesians 5:1-14 
Tuesday, August 10 
Psalm 81 
Ruth 2:1-23 
2 Peter 3:14-18 
 
Wednesday, August 11 
Psalm 81 
Jeremiah 31:1-6 
John 6:35-40 

Thursday, August 12 
Psalm 34:9-14 
Job 11:1-20 
Acts 6:8-15 
Friday, August 13 
Psalm 34:9-14 
Job 12:1-25 
Romans 16:17-20 
Saturday, August 14 
Psalm 34:9-14 
Job 13:1-19 
John 4:7-26 
Sunday, August 15 
Proverbs 9:1-6 
Psalm 34:9-14 
Ephesians 5:15-20 
John 6:51-58 
Monday, August 16 
Psalm 36 
Genesis 43:1-15 
Acts 6:1-7 
 
Tuesday, August 17 
Psalm 36 
Genesis 45:1-15 
Acts 7:9-16 
Wednesday, August 18 
Psalm 36 
Genesis 47:13-26 
Mark 8:14-21 
Thursday, August 19 
Psalm 34:15-22 
Joshua 22:1-9 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Friday, August 20 
Psalm 34:15-22 
Joshua 22:10-20 
Romans 13:11-14 
Saturday, August 21 
Psalm 34:15-22 
Joshua 22:21-34 
Luke 11:5-13 
Sunday, August 22 
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
Psalm 34:15-22 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
John 6:56-69 

Monday, August 23 
Psalm 119:97-104 
Nehemiah 9:1-15 
Ephesians 5:21—6:9 
Tuesday, August 24 
Psalm 119:97-104 
Nehemiah 9:16-31 
Ephesians 6:21-24 
Wednesday, August 25 
Psalm 119:97-104 
Isaiah 33:10-16 
John 15:16-25 
Thursday, August 26 
Psalm 15 
Exodus 32:1-14 
James 1:1-8 
Friday, August 27 
Psalm 15 
Exodus 32:15-35 
James 1:9-16 
Saturday, August 28 
Psalm 15 
Exodus 34:8-28 
John 18:28-32 
Sunday. August 29 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
Psalm 15 
James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 
Monday, August 30 
Psalm 106:1-6, 13-23, 47-48 
Deuteronomy 4:9-14 
1 Timothy 4:6-16 
Tuesday, August 31 
Psalm 106:1-6, 13-23, 47-48 
Deuteronomy 4:15-20 
1 Peter 2:19-25 
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