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  FROM THE PASTOR 
 

The Sunday before I submitted this, as a congregation we had 

the opportunity to write on little hearts the area(s) of ministry 

we are led to participate in.  The next day the following showed 

up on my newsfeed.  I thought it had a number of salient points 

for us so I sought out permission to reprint it here: 

Your Church Does Not Need Volunteers 
 
by Rev. Erin Wathen  (reprinted by permission) 
 
I was writing my weekly note to the congregation  (a few days 
late, because I took Monday off and it’s all downhill from 
there). Usually in this note, I share a few words about the mes-
sage for Sunday so that we can all be reflecting on the same 
topic throughout the week. It makes the sermon more of an on-
going conversation. I sometimes discuss something that’s going 
on in the life of the church, as well. But this week, it was more of 
a thank you note. Because when I think about how much work 
my church folks did over the last few weeks to get our place 
ready for Easter, it blows my mind. And as I look around the 
property, I can see the fruits of many hours of shared labor. 
 
Sparkling windows and floors; finely manicured landscaping; dra-

matic paraments, hung with a complex pulley system by dedicated 

House Elves in the wee hours…                       (Continued Next Page) 
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And then I start thinking about the work of 

the worship team, the children’s ministry 

team and musicians; not to men-

tion greeters, hand-shakers, bulletin-

hander-outers, and coffee makers; and the 

youth group out there hiding eggs for the 

little ones; plus more behind the scenes 

workers I have not mentioned. Just thinking 

about it makes me overwhelmed with grati-

tude. It’s enough to make my mascara run. 

(I’m not crying, you are). 

In writing this note to my people, I 
wrote that it takes a whole village of volun-
teers to make all of this happen…. But then 
I found myself hitting the backspace button. 
Because “volunteer” is not quite the right 
word for what our people do at church. 
I know I’m not the only one who cringes 
when someone sees me, without kids in tow, 
and asks if my husband is “babysitting.” 
Well, no. I mean, yes, he is at home with the 
kids tonight. But I do not think you can ef-
fectively say “babysitting” when it is your 
own dang kid. I’d say we could just call 
that parenting. 
 
I feel the same when people talk about 

“volunteering” at church. And yes, I know 

it’s just a word. But it’s the wrong word, 

for a lot of reasons. 

If you ask a grandparent, or an elder of 

your church, I’m pretty sure they will tell 

you that the church they grew up in never 

asked them to volunteer. Historically, the 

church has asked people to serve–as dea-

cons, as greeters, as Sunday school teach-

ers, or on the property committee. Whatev-

er the job, it was considered a service. A 

ministry.  

The language of volunteerism is a 
pretty recent addition to the church 
lexicon. It has emerged with the 
mega-church of the last 
few decades—and the culture in 
which small to moderate size church-
es replicate the language and prac-
tices of larger churches. 
“Volunteering” is something you’re 
asked to do, right off the bat in these 
places.  It gets folks engaged, which 
is great. Maybe you give them a 
flashy name badge that says 
“VOLUNTEER” in big red letters, or 
a brightly colored t-shirt that de-
clares “VOLUNTEER” on the back. 
This identifies you as someone who’s 
there to help; one who can answer 
questions, give directions, or gener-
ally point you toward the donuts. 
That’s a good thing. 
 
But I balk at the secular nature of 
what it means to volunteer. To volun-
teer means that you are an outside 
resource, stepping in to help an or-
ganization in need. 
 
Volunteering is what we do when we 

pick up trash at the park, or build a 

house with Habitat, or help sort food 

at the local food pantry. Volunteering 

is what I do at my kids’ school on 

Fridays. 

In other words, it’s what you do at a 
place that is important to you–but not 
at a place that belongs to you. 
 
And I guess that is the important dis-

tinction for me… You cannot volun-

teer at your own church, in the same 

way you cannot babysit your own kid. 
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talk about–and think about–the time and 
energy we spend in ministry.  

 

It’s important to recognize those gifts for 
what they are–ministry–and I’m not sure the 
word “volunteer” does justice to the depths 
contained in the work people actually do in 
their churches. 
 

Call it serving. Call it discipleship. Call it 
the priesthood of believers, or mission, 
or the ministry that we all share together. 
Admittedly, “Priesthood of Believers” 
does not look great on a t-shirt. And it 
maybe doesn’t invite visitors to ask you 
where the bathrooms are… But whatever 
we do, we should remember that we 
don’t just belong to the church–it be-
longs to us. 
 
And we do not babysit that which is ours. 
 

Because the church belongs to you in the 
same way your family does. It’s your own 
place, your own people. So of course you 
help take care of it. Of course you do yard 
work and make coffee and teach the kids 
and sing in the choir and whatever all else 
it is you do for the home and the people 
that you love. 
 
A volunteer, in most cases, is just visiting. 
A fly-by. Maybe it’s a helpful fly-by, but 
it’s not the same as belonging to some-
thing. It’s not the same as contributing 
to something bigger than you, something 
that’s part of who you are. 
 
Maybe some practices of inordinately 

large churches are good ones, systems 

from which we can learn a great deal 

about connection and engagement. But ul-

timately, the language of volunteerism is 

secular, and more to the point, it is corpo-

rate. The notion is rooted in consumer cul-

ture, in which we can swoop in and give or 

take a measure that we deem fit, and then 

dart out again feeling we have done our 

part. We do a disservice to our faith, and 

to the gospel itself, when we reduce the 

work of the church to something you can 

mark on a time card. 

 All that said, we live in the world we live 

in, and we cannot realistically extract this 

word from the life of the church. It is both 

a noun and a verb, and it’s the one that 

just rolls off the tongue when we are ask-

ing people to come and do work.  Which, 

in the church, we are forever asking peo-

ple to do. Still, as I plan for a summer ser-

mon series on discipleship and what it 

means to let the church be the church,  I 

feel a strong nudge to challenge how we  
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Frenchie’s Challenge 

In my earlier life I had the opportunity to 
talk with people one-on-one for 45 minutes 
to an hour every six months when they 
came to get their teeth cleaned. Contrary to 
popular belief, some of us dental hygienists 
actually take instruments out of your 
mouth and let you say a few words!  

It’s been more than 35 years, but one pa-
tient of mine made quite an impression on 
me. His name was Claude, and since he 
was French and spoke with a lovely accent, 
people called him Frenchie.  

Frenchie was a laborer, a house painter, who 
was fired up in his love for the Lord. When 
he came in we always ended up talking 
about what it meant to be a good steward. 
He firmly believed in giving back to the 
Lord a percentage of his income. In his case 
it was a tenth. He tithed even when it was 
difficult – especially when it was difficult. 
In his witnessing to me about good steward-
ship, he stated that not only did the Lord 
never fail to provide what he truly needed, 
but Frenchie discovered he was blessed by 
the Lord ALL THE MORE because he was 
committed to giving to the Lord 
first. Frenchie felt compelled to share this 
discovery with his friends, co-workers, and 
anyone else who would listen – even his 
dental hygienist! He said he witnessed espe-
cially to those who complained they never 
had enough money to pay for “whatever”. 
In fact, he challenged his friends to begin to 
tithe for a while, and just see what wonder-
ful things could happen!! And if they were-
n’t blessed by the Lord in return so they 
could pay for their “whatever”, he promised  
to make the payment for them. He had that 
much faith in his Lord! His friends were 
surprised he was bold enough to make such 
a proclamation. Quite a few of them took  

him up on it. He stated to me he never 
once had to help anyone with a pay-
ment.  

His friends were amazed. But Frenchie 
wasn’t. He knew the Lord did it all. And 
Frenchie saw it happen time and time 
again.  

Maybe we could all 
take Frenchie’s chal-
lenge and see how the 
Lord will bless us!  

Stewardship thoughts from Heather Fogle 

Doin’ Our Part at  

Gleaners Food Bank! 

17 people went to Gleaners Food Bank 
on September 14th:  
Jane Alder, Dennis 
Bramigk, Laurel Fick, 
Mike, Donna, Noah, Jo-
nah and Norah 

Stempien, Phil and Cindy Sweier, Lee, 
Luke and Lily Szczembara and Larry 
and Georgia Hartsell. 

We filled 801 bags of corn on the cob 
for a total of 6000 lbs.  We worked with 
2 ladies from Eastern Star and a gentle-
man named George.  That group made 
meal boxes for a total of 5285 lbs.  All 
together we processed  11,285 
lbs.  which would serve 9028 people. 



5 

Making a Difference  
By Teaching 

How God Works in Their Lives! 
 
Children from Kindergarten through the 
5th grade are invited to participate in our 
Children’s Fellowship Hour immediately 
after worship. Children will gather togeth-
er for supervised Christian fellowship that 
may include games, coloring, crafts, 
snacks, videos, and more. This time will 
be less structured than Sunday school, al-
ways includes a devotion and message or 
Bible story. Please consider being a vol-
unteer to help lead and supervise this time 
for our children. The sign up is on the 
bulletin board in the foyer of the Chil-
dren’s Education Area. 
 

Growing in the Lord  
Though Confirmation 

 
Young people from 6th grade age and 
higher are invited to participate in a class 
that will help them confirm the baptismal 
vows made for them by their parents.  In 
this class they will journey through the 
Holy Bible as well as Martin Luther’s 
Small Catechism, which explains in depth 
what Lutherans believe.  
  
Continuing With the Adult Forum 
.  
Our planned program is a DVD and study 
guide by Pastor Louie Giglio where we'll 
learn about winning the battle against the 
giants in your life. Let George Evalt or 
Jane Alder know if you plan on participat-
ing. 
  

Welcome To Celebration! 

 

On September 8th, we formally  

welcomed new members: 

  

Dennis Bramigk,  

Matt, Adrienne, and Reagan Dent, 

Brian and Sandy Doyle,  

Kathy Groff,  

Gerald and Roberta Schmucker,  

and  

Eric and Margret Thompson. 

In Sympathy... 
 
 

Servant of God, Earl Hansen died Sep-
tember 16, 2019 at the age of 88. 
  
A celebration of his life and eternal life 
was held September 21st at the Thayer 
Rock Funeral Home, Farmington, 
MI. 
 

October 27th is Reformation  

Sunday. Don’t forget to wear red! 
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Remember in Prayer... 
 
 
the sick: Kyle Anderson, Leah Closson, 
Christine Davis, Terry Schmitz 
  
those with ongoing health concerns and 
the homebound: Bill Alsnauer, Wendy Be-
tway, Spencer Betway, Helen Brown, Cathy 
Buchfinck, Janet Buck, Bill Buckeyne, Izzy 
Caudill, Margaret Coldwell, Donna Dan-
ielson, Lempi Ebach, Alisha Gardner, Julia 
Gardner, Burton Garten, Gladys Gooding, 
Kathy Groff, Wendell Hamrick, Vi Hakala, 
Georgia Hartsell, Tom Heiser, Tim Hoep-
ner, Carolyn Hugg, Bernice Jones, Tom 
Jones, Wendy Kassawa, Miriam Kleven, 
Ben Kohls, Matt Laich, Dick Lieberknecht 
and family, Dennis Lund, Don Manninen, 
Gabriella Marcu, Larry Maas, Theresa 
Mack, Roland Mida, Martha Miller, Eva 
Miner, Connie Morgan, Sharon Nagy, Ow-
en Green, Ann Paulos, Angela Pult, Victoria 
Reuitzer, Jenna Rose, Frank Ruohonen, Jen-
nifer Stanfield, Rosemary Smith, David 
Tower, Bernie Vaughan, Ed Verda, Cheryl 
Williamson, John, Judy Witt, Nancy Wittl, 
Audrey Wright, Bev, Bill, Daniel, , Dave, 
Drew,  Janice, John, Betty, and Donna 
  
 those with special needs: Dillon family, 

Michael Johnson family, family of Marcy 

Keating, The McDonald Family, April 

Meadows Family,  Bethany Sargent, Kayla 

Stewart, Mike Sweier, Aaron Vance, Family 

of Steve Wilke, Jessica, Stephanie, Jesse, 

Tony, and Robert.  

 

Those who are serving our country: Ian 

Bramigk (Army), Trevor Danielson (Coast 

Guard), Owen Green (Navy), Tyler Miller 

(Army)  

 
 

Hamilton School Update  
 
Hamilton students began the 2019-2020 
school year on August 28.  Georgia Hartsell 
and I have met with Ms. Michels, the principal, 
and Ms Myles who is called “the coach” for 
our volunteering project.  Their request, in lieu 
of sponsoring a class, would be to fund the 
purchase of one or more carpets to be used in 
the class.oom(s).  Council has authorized $500 
be allocated to the purchase of 2 carpets for 
that project. 

During the week of Sept 16, Ms Myles began 
contacting and scheduling our volunteers.  If 
you have agreed to be a volunteer but haven’t 
been contacted, please let me know. There still 
is room for more volunteers, so please let me 
know if you are interested. 

The principal, Ms. Michels, will be at Celebra-
tion during worship on Sunday October 27. 

 
George Evalt and Georgia Hartsell 

  
 

 

 

Take Me to your Leder Hosen! 

The leaves are falling.  It is time for Ok-
toberfest!  Our Oktoberfest celebration will 
be on Saturday, October 5th.  Come and 
join in the fun.  Tickets are available after 
worship:  Adults are $12 and Children 6-12 
are $6. Dinner is at 5:00 pm followed by 
music and a sing-a-long.  Happy feet 
(dancing) is a possibility.   
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Craft and Vendor Show Coming 

Back  for a  

Second Year! 

Saturday, November 16 is the big day for 

our scheduled Craft and Vendor Show 

which will run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 

Celebration.   

Do your Christmas shopping early.  You 

may find some rare and unusual gifts for 

your family and friends.  What an oppor-

tunity! 

Admission to the Craft Show is $1.00 

or a donation to the food bank. 

 

 

 

 

The Women of the church  will also be 

running a café and also selling baked 

goods.   

 

During this busy time of the year we 

need volunteers to help run the café 

and make items for the bake sale ta-

ble.. 

Vendor Registration forms are available 

in the front hall of the church as well as 

from Laureen Preston.  734-422-7211  

The space rental is $20.  You can bring 

your own table or rent a 6 foot table for 

$5:  If you need an outlet, that’s an addi-

tional $5. 

Folks from Celebration who do crafts on 

a smaller scale  and would like to con-

tribute some of their artwork to the 

WELCA table are in-

 

We’re Thinking 

About Christmas! 

With only about  12 

weeks until Christmas, 

now is the time we’re 

planning ahead for the Congregation Christ-

mas dinner, on December 14th.  (This is a 

date change, please note.)  

The WELCA board thinks it would be fun to 

have folks from the congregation entertain 

with an act, skit or performance, silly or se-

rious.  We have some possibilities in mind 

but are looking for your help. If you would 

like to “show your stuff”, or suggest some-

one, let Debby Hoepner, Laureen Preston, 

Luan Purcell or Donna Stempien 

know.  We’ll call it  

“Celebration’s Got Talent”.  

If you, or someone you know is interested 

in participating as a crafter of vendor, 

please see Laureen Preston for a contract. 
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You Can Aid in Ministry... 

 

by Sponsoring Flowers and Live-Streaming 

Broadcasts.  To  sign up to sponsor a vase of 

flowers and/or our Live-Stream ministry for a 

Sunday worship service, check the sign-up 

sheets are on the Communications Board by 

the front entrance. The Live-Stream sponsor-

ship is $15.00 per Sunday. The flowers are 

$23.00 per vase. You can sponsor both the 

flowers and the Live-Stream broadcast in hon-

or, memory, or in celebration of someone or 

some event. 

For Flowers (F), a letter and flower envelope 

will be sent  to you prior to the date you 

chose. The envelope can be either placed in 

the offering plate on Sunday or mailed direct-

ly to the church.  

For the Live-Stream broadcast (LS), you can 

pay for sponsorship through the church’s app, 

or using blank envelope located in the ushers’ 

stand or office. 

October 6 
(F) Mike and Linda Bierbaum in cele-
bration of  Justin and Michelle Lair’s 
anniversary. 
 
(F) Pinky Bierbaum in memory of her 
husband Charlie 
 
(LS)  Available for Sponsorship 
 
October 13 
 (F) Terry and Glenda Tarr in celebra-
tion of  Beth and Tom Codd’s 1st anni-
versary 
 
(F) Terry and Glenda Tarr in celebra-
tion of  their 48th wedding anniversary 
 
(LS) Available for Sponsorship 
 
October 20 
 (F) Gladys Seeger in memory of 
George  Seeger. 
 
 (F) Available for Sponsorship 
 
(LS)  Available for Sponsorship 
 
 
October 27 
 
(F) Tim and Debby Hoepner in  
celebration of   Debby’s birthday. 
 
(F) Rick and Jodi Reed in celebration 
of Jodi’s birthday 
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October Birthdays 

  3 Gladys Gooding 

  6 George Wiertella 

 Linda Schroeder 

 Gregg Droste 

  8 Leo Albert 

  9 Elizabeth Fair 

 Mike Sweier 

10 Marge Gask 

11 Amanda Trojan 

12 Esther Bowers 

 Ericka Williamson 

13 Catherine Holt 

14 Marian Pye 

 Jinny Heltunen 

16 Oliver Hoste 

20 Gwen Fair 

 Benjamin Holt 

21 Julie Livingston 

25 John Gambotto 

26 Bev Conklin  

27 Jodi Reed 

28 Debby Hoepner 

31 Katie Reid 

 Dennis Bramigk 

 

Wedding Anniversaries   

1 Justin and Michelle Lair  

  4 Julie and Jeremiah Livingston 

  8 Ken and Linda Schroeder 

  9 Terry and Glenda Tarr 

12 Dominic and Anna Romano 

15 Al and Cathy Buchfinck 

17 Gerald and Roberta Schmucker 

“Bread of Life” 

 

Baking the communion bread is, to me,  

(Luan P. editor) a sacred duty.  It needs 

to be according to biblical directions and 

also needs to function well as the Pastor 

administers it to the people. 

The recipe we have is simple, has few 

ingredients and doesn’t take long to pre-

pare or bake.  However, so that the bread 

fulfills the requirements, we need to use 

wheat flour, in our recipe, white and 

wheat, (not gluten free), honey from the 

bees—raw honey works really well, and 

pat gently into shape to the edges of our 

trusty cake pans.  Lightly score a cross 

sign on top of the loaves.  

The recipe is available on the communi-

cation board.  

 

If you do not wish to bake the bread, you 

may purchase whole wheat pita or flat 

bread. 

 

Bakers of the Month! 
 
 
October 6 Heather Fogle 
 
October 13 Emily Jung-Hoste 
 
October 20 Emily Jung-Hoste 
 
October 27 Cathy Buchfinck 
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Directory Update 

The new directory is now out and we 

already have changes. Please make the 

following changes in your directory. 

Brian and Sandra Doyle 

6848 Deer Run Ct. S. 

Westland, MI 48185 

734-564-48185 

 

Dick Lieberknecht 

1528 Shore Club Dr. 

St. Claire Shores, MI 48080 

586-585-1781 

 

Donna Stempien 

14020 Plank Rd. 

Milan, MI 48160 

Cell 734-904-0596 

 

Terry and Glenda Tarr 

 734-259-8016 

 

Chuck and Judy Truskowski 

47547 Vistas Circle Dr. N. 

Canton, MI 48188 

 

Diane Yagerlener 

6619 Firestone Ct. 

West Bloomfiled, Mi 48322 

248-737-2575 

 

Emily and Jeff Yandura 

14445 Summerside St. 

Livonia, MI 48154 

 

Dale and Karen Lee email: 

Dalkarlee@ameritech.net 

A look at beauty 

 

Remember kaleidoscopes — those tubes you 
hold up to your eye and point toward the light to 
see colorful shapes? When the far end of the op-
tical instrument is turned, fragments of material 
inside an “object cell” shift and mirrors set at 
angles reflect light through the pieces, forming 
ever-changing patterns. A multi-hued flower 
might become sunlight through a round stained-
glass window or fireworks on a clear night. 
 
Various materials can be placed in the cell — 
tiny figures, twisted bits of metal, lace, viscous 
liquid — but often broken bits of glass are used, 
to beautiful effect! In fact, David Brewster, in-
ventor of the kaleidoscope in 1817, named it af-
ter the Greek word kalos, for “beauty.” 
 
Everyone feels broken, twisted or shattered at 
times. But when God’s perfect light shines in 
and through us, reflecting among the fragments 
of our imperfect lives, we, too, become beauti-
ful. Out of our sinfulness and brokenness shines 
the beauty of compassion, kindness, persever-
ance, hope, love — delightful patterns to bright-
en this hurting world. 

mailto:Dalkarlee@ameritech.net


11 

Tuesday, October 1 
Psalm 62 
Hosea 10:9-15 
James 5:1-6 
 
Wednesday, October 2 
Psalm 62 
Hosea 12:2-14 
Matthew 19:16-22 
 
Thursday, October 3 
Psalm 37:1-9 
2 Kings 18:1-8, 28-36 
Revelation 2:8-11 
 
Friday, October 4 
Psalm 37:1-9 
2 Kings 19:8-20, 35-37 
Revelation 2:12-29 
 
Saturday, October 5 
Psalm 37:1-9 
Isaiah 7:1-9 
Matthew 20:29-34 
 
Sunday, October 6 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Psalm 37:1-9 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10 
 
Monday, October 7 
Psalm 3 
Habakkuk 1:5-17 
James 1:2-11 
 
Tuesday, October 8 
Psalm 3 
Habakkuk 2:5-11 
1 John 5:1-5, 13-21 
 
Wednesday, October 9 
Psalm 3 
Habakkuk 2:12-20 
Mark 11:12-14, 20-24 
 
Thursday, October 10 
Psalm 111 
Leviticus 14:33-53 
2 Timothy 1:13-18 
 
Friday, October 11 
Psalm 111 
Numbers 4:34—5:4 
2 Timothy 2:1-7 
 

OCTOBER DAILY DEVOTIONALS 

Saturday, October 12 
Psalm 111 
Numbers 12:1-15 
Luke 5:12-16 
 
Sunday, October 13 
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 
Psalm 111 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Luke 17:11-19 
 
Monday, October 14 
Psalm 61 
2 Kings 5:15-19a 
Acts 26:24-29 
 
Tuesday, October 15 
Psalm 61 
2 Kings 5:19b-27 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
 
Wednesday, October 16 
Psalm 61 
2 Kings 15:1-7 
Matthew 10:5-15 
 
Thursday, October 17 
Psalm 121 
Isaiah 54:11-17 
Acts 17:22-34 
 
Friday, October 18 
Psalm 121 
Genesis 31:43—32:2 
2 Timothy 2:14-26 
 
Saturday, October 19 
Psalm 121 
Genesis 32:3-21 
Mark 10:46-52 
 
Sunday, October 20 
Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 121 
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 
 
Monday, October 21 
Psalm 57 
1 Samuel 25:2-22 
1 Corinthians 6:1-11 
 

Tuesday, October 22 
Psalm 57 
1 Samuel 25:23-35 
James 5:7-12 
 
Wednesday, October 23 
Psalm 57 
1 Samuel 25:36-42 
Luke 22:39-46 
 
Thursday, October 24 
Psalm 84:1-7 
Jeremiah 9:1-16 
2 Timothy 3:1-9 
 
Friday, October 25 
Psalm 84:1-7 
Jeremiah 9:17-26 
2 Timothy 3:10-15 
 
Saturday, October 26 
Psalm 84:1-7 
Jeremiah 14:1-6 
Luke 1:46-55 
 
Sunday, October 27 
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
or Sirach 35:12-17 
Psalm 84:1-7 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 
 
Monday, October 28 
Psalm 84:8-12 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 
1 Peter 4:12-19 
 
Tuesday, October 29 
Psalm 84:8-12 
Daniel 5:1-12 
1 Peter 5:1-11 
 
Wednesday, October 30 
Psalm 84:8-12 
Daniel 5:13-31 
Matthew 21:28-32 
 
Thursday, October 31 
Psalm 32:1-7 
Proverbs 15:8-11, 24-33 
2 Corinthians 1:1-11 


